In the spring of 1933, Canadian poet E.J. Pratt conceived the idea of writing a verse epic on Sir John Franklin's ill-fated 1845 expedition in search of the Northwest Passage, a story that had "long haunted his imagination." Pratt's sources of information about Franklin, and about the Arctic in general, were almost purely literary, and rather strangely assorted. One that had a particularly strong impact was
been discredited, and Franklin was widely celebrated as both a British and a Canadian hero.
Despite this broad, underlying theme, it is difficult to detect any common set of intentions linking the various authors together. They included commercially-minded writers for whom profit was an important motive; academics; and well-educated civil servants who published articles and books on historical topics. Writers in the first category often seem simply to have been responding to the broad trends and demands of the North Atlantic literary market, in which stirring tales of adventure -no matter what the setting -were always welcome. Among those with a more specific interest in the Arctic, some authors saw the far north as a land remarkable for the heroic deeds that had been done there, but too distant and desolate ever to be an integral part of Canada; others wished very strongly to promote a more northern orientation in the intellectual and moral life of the nation; still others wrote in an enthusiastic spirit of boosterism about the economic possibilities of northern development. Some writers had different motives and embraced different attitudes at different points in their careers. They were, however, united by their lack of direct experience in the far north. In contrast, there were the leaders of Canadian Arctic expeditions, several of whom brought back new evidence or suggested new theories about the fate of the last Franklin expedition. This small but obviously influential group included J.B. Tyrrell, Joseph Elzéar Bernier, Lachlan Burwash, and -the bestknown but most controversial of all -Vilhjalmur Stefansson. The emergence of a nationalist Canadian narrative of Arctic exploration was thus a highly contingent and often discontinous process.
The early decades of the twentieth century were a time of change and growth in the Canadian publishing industry, and that these disparate elements could come together to create a major new Canadian theme is a tribute to the increasing vigour of the country's print culture in those years. The author of an anonymous 1905 article in the Canadian Magazine pointed to the early I890s as a turning-point for Canadian publishing, and remarked that "the dark days are nearly past."b Popular periodicals like the Canadian Magazzne and MaI~cLean's' 6 "Canadian Publishing," Canadian Magazine zy (Oct. I905): 582-83. 7 The Canadian Magazzne was founded in 1893. MacLean 's began publication in 190r as the Bu~siness Magazine; the narne changed to Busy Man's Magazine in I906 and then to MacLean'S in I911. 
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in Marling. The captain, a keen reader, has long been fascinated by Arctic literature: "His chest had never been without a well-thumbed volume, and somehow or other these books had generally related to the Arctic regions."'3 Captain Marling's favourites (and perhaps Oxley's) are by Franklin, Kane, and another American, Dr Isaac Hayes. This reading inspires the captain to "try a tussle with the icebergs of the frozen North" (9). After a successful whaling voyage in Hudson Bay, he and his crew pass through Fury and Hecla Strait to the Gulf of Boothia, and winter there. Other novels were set in Red River, the Athabasca district, and British Columbia before Oxley penned his Franklin novel in 19ol. The book is the tale of Pierre, a brave but impulsive and undisciplined métis boy, who meets Franklin during his first overland expedition (1819-22), forms an almost romantic attachment for the young English officer, shares his adventures, and, having gained an appreciation of the explorers' stoical and self-controlled ways, is finally taken to England with them on their return. There his innate good qualities will presumably be shaped yet further in a British mould, and like Kipling's Kim, he will learn to serve the imperial cause.
Others besides Pratt may well have read these northern tales as characteristically Canadian stories. However, the author's motives in writing them are far from clear. Oxley may have chosen Arctic settings because they offered geographical variety and thrilling incidents, rather than from any nationalistic interest in the far north. His choice may also have been related to the renewed American interest in polar matters sparked by the expeditions of Adolphus Greely in the I880s and Robert Peary in the I890s. While it seems highly likely that Oxley, in common with many of his countrymen, was susceptible focus is on the speaker's fear of the hostile northern environment, and on his subsequent years of remorse at having betrayed the men of the lost expedition -a remorse which is conspicuously absent from the statements obtained by Tyrrell. The three men were well aware that Franklin and his crew could not have survived ten years in the Arctic; Campbell, however, wrote as if living explorers, and not merely an abandoned ship, were in question. To heighten the effect, he described the searchers travelling northward "across that frozen waste / Of icy horror"22 in the dark of winter, and a brilliant flash of the aurora borealis at the moment when the speaker falsely declares that he has seen nothing.
The search party had, of course, actually made their journey during the summer.
Bernier, unlike Tyrrell, journeyed through the Arctic archipelago, and visited many of the sites associated with his British predecessors. Interestingly, this area was not his original goal. His Arctic obsession began during a visit to Washington in 1871, shortly before Charles Hall's Polazris expedition set sail. As Bernier recalled in his memoirs, the American newspapers "were filled with columns, pages even" about the expedition, and "Hall's name was in every mouth."23 Thus inspired by American sources, Bernier became a devotee of Arctic literature, buying "every new book, and many old ones, relating to the north," and filling scrapbooks with clippings from newspapers and magazines. By 1898, he had completed plans for an expedition to 22 In 1904, the government purchased the Gau~ss, built for Erich von Dryg·alski's German Antarctic expedition, and re-named it the Arctic. An overjoyed Bernier was convinced that his dream of a Canadian north polar expedition was about to become reality, but to his immense chagrin, he was ordered instead to patrol the waters of Hudson BaT~ and to select sites for future Mounted P>olice posts on its shores. Bernier was determined to salvage something from the wreck of his plans, and decided that he would "devote my efforts ... to securing all the islands in the Arctic archipelago for Canada" (306). In his voyages of 1906-07, 1908-09, and I910-II, he pursued facsimiles of Scott's final diary entry and "Message to the Public") was done by the Harvard University Press. this aim with zeal, at times exceeding his onfcial instructions."g The most notable instance occurred on Dominion Day, 1909, at Winter Harbour on Melville Island (a spot made famous by Parry's first Arctic voyage), when Bernier, on his own initiative, made a formal proclamation of Canadian sovereignty over the entire archipelago, "as far north as 90 degrees, that is to say to the North Pole.")o Bernier, then, was an aspiring polar hero whose ideas were slightly out of tune with his times. He attempted to organize a major expedition when ofHecial activity in the far north was only beginning, and from the response to his public appeal, it seems that other Canadians found his plans of some interest, yet not enough to win their strong support. An additional factor may have been 29 Dorion-Robitaille, 79. ... I haf been study dis t'ing twenty-t'ree year. Know of w'at I talk, a little," one amused editor recorded him as saying.)'" Like Low's account, Bernier's books were shorter than British Arctic and Antarctic narratives, very plainly written, and published by the government in a rather drab official format. Nevertheless, the mere fact of Bernier's voyages did much to bring the archipelago and its history into the public consciousness. Bernier took a keen interest in the works of his British predecessors, and frequently emphasized the continuity between their endeavours and his own. He delighted in visiting the spots where they had placed records, and, as was customary among polar explorers, he would take these, replacing them with records of his own. Bernier's records took on more than common significance because they were explicit declarations of Canadian sovereignty. The original British records were printed in his narratives, reinforcing readers' awareness that British discoveries formed the basis of Canada's claims. The message was reinforced visually as well: some illustrations from British narratives were reproduced, and the books contain numerous photographs of Bernier and his crew standing proudly beside British cairns and monuments. Although the quality of the pictures was generally poor, these narratives did at least provide more images of the archipelago than other Canadian Arctic publications of the time, which usually offered only a few illustrations, and the photographs of Canadian explorers paying homage to the Britons who had gone before them were sometimes of considerable visual as well as historical interest. Roberts, the first of the three to publish, had initially turned to American magazines as the major outlet for his writing, and in 1897, when he decided that he would attempt to make a living by his literary work alone, he moved to New York. However, Roberts gradually developed strong transatlantic ties: he made several trips to Europe, by the publishers for the sake of completeness in the coverage of a broad subject area. Grant saw the Arctic as of even greater national interest and importance than did Leacock. He very emphatically described the history of exploration in the archipelago by sea as part of Canadian history. He also claimed that Canada's future lay in the development of the north. No previous Canadian historian had advanced such views. That Grant did so is all the more surprising, since only three years before the book was published, he had declared that "the 500,000 square miles of the Arctic archipelago ... are of less worth than a few square miles of ... forest." This statement was made in a paper on "Geographical Conditions Affecting the Development of Canada," given at the Royal Geographical Society in May I39u.4 At that time, Grant expressed a pessimism bordering on despair when he spoke of his country's future. Canada, he told his British audience, "is essentially an artificial country...; in Canada man is making a nation in defiance of geographical conditions" (363-64). True, it had been united from ocean to ocean by the Canadian Pacific Railway, yet as "a mere fringe along the border of the United States" Canada remained dangerously vulnerable to American attack (367). The only solution lay in northward development, whiich would give the new nation depth as well as breadth. In theory, a vast territory lay waiting for such development, but Grant doubted that the enterprise was feasible. "Most of our northern boundary is in the grip of the Frost King.... It is idle to talk of a country of 3,500,000 square miles, if the greater part of it is Arctic waste.... The far north of Canada is never likely to sustain a large population," he pointed out. This was a matter of serious concern because the only possible route to Europe, other than the established one along the American border, lay through that frigid 47 W.L. Grant, "Geographical Conditions Af`fecting the Development of Canada," Geographical Journadl 38 (Oct. 19II): 37I-72. region. Hudson Bay was open for much of the year, and ports might be established on its shores; but to reach them ships would have to pass through the dangers of Hudson Strait, where ice posed a constant threat for all but four months out of twelve (368-7I).
In the ensuing discussion, two British members of the RGS sought to allay Grant's fears. Both geographer Halford Mackinder and journalist Leo Amery were enthusiastic about the Hudson Bay route, which, as Amery pointed out, had acted for many centuries as a link between Britain and North America. They also thought that there might well be land suitable for cultivation in northern Manitoba, Ontario, and Quebec, possibly even on the shores ofJames and Hudson Bays. Both men fervently stated their conviction that Canada was destined to one day replace England as the empire's centre of power, and that northern development would play a key role in bringing this about.48 It is clear that Grant was deeply influenced by these arguments. The first chapter of his History ofCanada is a revised version of the RGS paper, with all the more pessimistic reflections removed. Grant proudly referred on the first page to the 3,S00,000 square-mile extent of Canada, with no subsequent suggestion that much of it was an uninhabitable wasteland, He described northern development not as a task of the utmost difficulty facing Canadians in the future, but as one that was already well under way, with every prospect of success. Grant concluded his discussion of the east-to-west unification of Canada with the remark that "Her westward expansion was ended; her northward expansion was about to begin." He then plunged into an enthusiastic account of British Arctic exploration, describing Franklin and the others as great national heroes, who in his view deserved fame "as well as did the heroes in Homer." "Take a map," Grant suggested; "read the names of the rivers, capes, straits, and islands from Banks Land to Cape Best; most of them are called by the names of Englishmen or Scotchmen, and hardly a name but recalls some deed of heroism."49 Grant evidently wanted his readers to envision the Arctic as a British space, which had passed to Canadians 19I3-18 ) was originally organized with the financial sponsorship of the American Museum of Natural History and the National Geographic Society. Its main aim was geographical discovery in the Beaufort Sea area. Feeling that the funds provided ($50,000) were not sufficient, he approached the Canadian government in the hope of receiving a further $25,000 grant. Prime Minister Robert Borden decided that the government would be the expedition's sole sponsor -a clear indication of the growing Canadian interest in the far north, and a significant departure from the more cautious policy of the previous decade. The proposed cost of $75,000-$8y,000 was readily accepted."2 As a result of this expedition, Stefansson became both more famous and more controversial. He discovered Brock, Borden, Mackenzie King, Meighen, and Lougheed Islands, but it was his success in living off the land, and the theories he based on this experience, that set him apart from earlier explorers, and caught the public's attention most strongly. Stefansson's ship, the Karluk, was trapped in the ice and cut off from the rest of the expedition while Stefansson himself was on a hunting expedition. He had intended to use the ship as a floating base and provision depot, but now the only way to carry out his planned explorations was for Stefansson to strike out over the sea ice with a small party and few provisions, relying on his and his companions' hunting skills to keep them alive. This he successfully did. Richard Diubaldo has shown that these developments were the result of circumstances and luck, but Stefansson later claimed that it was what he had intended all along, since he knew that the bouintiful resources of the Arctic were more than enough to sustain life, even on the ever-shifting sea ice (I08-II). Stefansson's achievements brought him great acclaim. However, the brightness of the picture was marred by the fact that the crew of the Karluk had not fared so well. American titles were "Northward the Course of Empire," "The North that Never WVas," "The Fruitful Arctic," and "The Livable North," and the Canadian "Northward the Course of Empire," "Our North that Never WiXas," "How Habitable is Northern Canada?," "Canada's Caribou Crop" and "Far North Really Liveable."s7 Stefansson's book The Northwdrar Course of Empire, published by Harcourt, Brace in 1922, was based on these articles and one other, "The Arctic as an Air Route of the Future," from the August 19zz issue of National Geographic. The book was clearly designed to appeal to Canadians' feelings of national pride as well as to the interests of the American public, and many reviewers commented favourably on the good service Stefansson's work would do for Canada.r Stefansson's main argument was that Canada's future lay in northern settlement and the exploitation of northern resources. In "How Habitable is Northern Canada?" he claimed that unbiased investigation could provide "assurance that the glamorous and romantic but eternally frozen and forever worthless North is a myth" (22). But before the truth could be known, past mistakes must be exposed. "We must understand the Arctic as it really is," he wrote in The F=riendly Arctic. "It might seem that the easiest way to do this would be to learn more about it. A far easier way is to forget: what we think we already know.""g Most of what people thought they knew about the far north came from the literature of British Arctic exploration, which in Stefansson's view was the source of numerous distortions. He believed that their fixed ideas about the barrenness of the Arctic had killed Franklin and the men of his last expedition; according to Stefansson, so overwhelming had the power of preconception been that the Englishmen "starved to death ... in a region where game is abundant" (313). Stefansson was convinced that such stereotypes would soon be demolished, if not by the force of his arguments alone, then by the forces of historical change. "WVhoever will look can see from the statistics of the last hundred years that unless the growth of population is checked ... it will not be 57 The World's Work·, 43 (Nov., Dec. 192I; Jan., Feb 
